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a constant, almost irresistible, temptation to depart from them.

(e) The entry is tantamount to abandoning the Khilafat and
the Punjab causes.

I do not wish to enter into detailed argument in support of the
objections above set forth. I would say a word only on the fun-
damental objection, namely, that the entry is tantamount to parti-
cipation in violence. It has been suggested that nobody takes the
extreme view of non-violence that I do and that most Congressmen
confine the definition of non-violence to mere abstention from
causing physical hurt to the opponent. I venture to doubt the
accuracy of the statement, but if it is so, it is an argument, not
against the fundamental difference I have stated, but for revising
the Congress creed and removing the adjective "non-violent" where-
ver it occurs in the Congress resolutions, for it must be plain to
everybody that, if a non-co-operator, whilst he refrains from causing
physical hurt to his opponent, may wound him with his tongue
and in his thought wish him ill, the struggle must break down.
Non-violence is a mere camouflage and the atmosphere for civil
disobedience can never be created, for we will always be giving
tacit approval to every violent demonstration against the adminis-
trators and co-operators. It was in vindication of the view that I
have set forth that civil disobedience was suspended during the
Rowlatt Act agitation after the incendiarism and murders in
Amritsar, Viramgam and Ahmedabad, and during the non-co-
operation campaign after the mob violence in Bombay and again
in Chauri Chaura. Each time the advice I tendered for suspen-
sion of civil disobedience was accepted by the nation and, if it was
an honest acceptance, I was justified in thinking that non-violence
in its fuU sense, but restricted as to the cause for which it was taken,
was understood and accepted by the nation.*

Such being my view of the Council-entry, it follows that, if
I could persuade the Swarajists, I would have them retrace their
steps and give up the Assembly and the Councils. But if they have
failed to convince me of the soundness of the step they have taken,
I have fared no better with them. On the contrary, they can show,
aixd with justice, brilliant victories: my release, an ocular demons-
tration of khaddar in the highest places, almost complete success
oC obstruction* namely, forcing the Government to resort to certi-
fication, which success would have been complete if the Gongress
giwa unstinted saqjport to the Council-entry at Gaya,
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